
Message Three 

Being Conformed to the Image of Christ as the Firstborn Son of God 
by the Shaping Function of the Law of the Spirit of Life 

Scripture Reading: Rom. 8:2, 14, 26-29; 5:10; Phil. 3:10 

I. God’s goal in His economy is to produce many sons for His corporate expres-
sion; for this, we need to be conformed to the image of Christ as the firstborn 
Son of God—Eph. 1:5; Rom. 8:14; Gal. 3:26; 4:5-7; Heb. 2:10; Rev. 21:7. 

II. The function of the law of the Spirit of life is to shape us, to conform us, into 
the image of Christ as the firstborn Son of God—Rom. 8:2, 29: 

A. The law of the Spirit of life regulates the shape of life; this shaping function of the 
law of the Spirit of life requires the growth of life, for the law of the Spirit of life 
functions only as life grows—1 Cor. 3:6-7; Eph. 4:15; Col. 2:19. 

B. The shaping by the law of the Spirit of life is the meaning of conformed in Romans 
8:29. 

C. Eventually, through the function of the law of the Spirit of life, we all will become 
mature sons of God, and God will have His corporate expression—Rev. 21:7, 10-11. 

III. God accomplishes His economy by dispensing Himself into us as the law of the 
Spirit of life to make us the reproduction of the firstborn Son of God—Rom. 8:2, 
29: 

A. The firstborn Son of God is the prototype, the standard model, for the mass repro-
duction of the many sons of God, who are His many brothers, to constitute His Body 
for God’s corporate expression—1:4; 8:14, 29; 12:4-5. 

B. God’s way to make us the reproduction of the firstborn Son of God is to work His liv-
ing prototype, the firstborn Son, into our being—Eph. 3:16-17a. 

C. The firstborn Son of God, as the indwelling prototype, automatically works within us 
as the law of the Spirit of life to conform us to His image—Rom. 8:2, 29; Col. 1:27. 

IV. Conformation, which is higher than transformation, denotes the shaping of 
life—Rom. 8:29; 12:2: 

A. Transformation is inward and is a matter of essence; conformation is outward and is 
a matter of shape—2 Cor. 3:18. 

B. Transformation involves a change in form, whereas conformation involves the shap-
ing of this form into a certain image—the image of Christ as the firstborn Son of 
God. 

V. As the divine life grows within us and transforms us, the law of the Spirit of 
life functions spontaneously to conform us to the image of Christ, the firstborn 
Son of God—Rom. 8:2, 29: 

A. God has predestinated us to be conformed to the image of His Son so that He might 
be the Firstborn among many brothers—Eph. 1:5; Rom. 1:4; 8:29: 
1. Before the foundation of the world, God predestinated us to be conformed to the 

image of His Son; this means that conformation is our destiny. 
2. We are to be conformed to the image of God’s firstborn Son, Christ as the first 

God-man, that we may be a group of God-men who are exactly like Him—1 John 
3:2. 



3. Through conformation God will obtain the corporate expression of His firstborn 
Son with His many sons to accomplish His eternal purpose—Eph. 3:11. 

B. To be conformed to the image of the firstborn Son of God is to be saved in life from 
self-likeness, that is, from the expression, the appearance, of the self—Rom. 5:10: 
1. As Christ is the embodiment and expression of God, so self is the embodiment 

and expression of Satan—Matt. 16:21-24. 
2. The expression of the self is self-likeness; we all need to be saved in the life of 

Christ from such an expression. 
3. When we have been saved from our self-likeness and have been fully conformed 

to the image of Christ as the firstborn Son of God, we will be sons of God in reali-
ty, and in every respect we will bear the appearance of God’s sons—Heb. 2:10. 

C. If we would be conformed to the image of the firstborn Son of God, we need to be 
conformed to Christ’s death by the power of His resurrection—Phil. 3:10: 
1. Christ’s death is a mold in which we are being shaped into His image as the 

firstborn Son of God. 
2. Unless we are conformed to the death of Christ, we cannot be conformed to the 

image of Christ. 
3. As we are undergoing the process of transformation and conformation, we are 

being conformed to the death of Christ—2 Cor. 3:18; Rom. 8:29; Phil. 3:10. 


	I. The eternal purpose—the purpose of the ages—is the eternal plan that God made in eternity past—Eph. 3:11:
	A. This plan is called the eternal purpose because it was planned in eternity past for eternity future.
	B. God Himself is the initiation, the origination, and the sphere of His eternal purpose—1:9:
	1. Regarding His eternal purpose, God did not take counsel with anyone.
	2. Everything is working for God’s purpose, and nothing can overthrow it.

	C. In Romans 8:28 “His purpose” refers to the purposeful determination in God’s plan; God’s purpose is to produce many brothers of His firstborn Son; the many brothers are God’s many sons whom He is bringing to glory—v. 29; Heb. 2:10-12.
	D. God’s purpose is to have the church, the Body of Christ, through which He can express Himself—Eph. 1:5, 9, 11, 22-23:
	1. God’s will, good pleasure, and eternal purpose are to have the church—3:9-11.
	2. God purposed to do one thing—to gain a group of people who would be the living Body of Christ for the expression of the Triune God—4:4-6.


	II. The purpose of God in the universe is to produce a group of people who will be exactly the same as He; this is the unique subject of the Bible—John 1:12-13; 1 John 3:2:
	A. In life, nature, image, appearance, radiance, glory, and outward expression, they will be the same as God—Rev. 4:2-3; 21:10-11, 18.
	B. God’s purpose is accomplished by the divine life dispensed into His chosen and redeemed people; as God’s life is wrought into His people, a metabolic reaction takes place within them that causes them to be transformed and become the same as God—Joh...
	C. God’s eternal purpose is to work Himself in His Divine Trinity into His chosen and redeemed people as their life, nature, and everything so that they may saturated with God—Eph. 3:17.

	III. We need to see God’s purpose in creation and redemption:
	A. God’s purpose in creating man was that man would express Him and represent Him; the eternal purpose of God is to have a corporate man to express Him and represent Him—Gen. 1:26-27.
	B. Creation was a part of God’s original purpose, whereas redemption was remedial; redemption brings us back to God’s eternal purpose—Rom. 3:24; Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14.
	C. The divine purpose in creation and redemption is that God would have many sons—Eph. 1:5; Gal. 3:26; 4:4-7.

	IV. God saved us and called us with a holy calling “according to His own purpose and grace”—2 Tim. 1:9:
	A. We need to view salvation from God’s perspective; the purpose of God’s salvation is for His created and redeemed ones to have the sonship, that is, to have the life of the Son and be conformed to the image of His Son so that the Son would be the Fi...
	B. God’s purpose is His plan according to His own will to put us into Christ and make us one with Him to share His life and position so that we may be His testimony—Eph. 1:5, 9, 11; 1 Cor. 1:30; 1 John 5:11-12.
	C. Grace is God’s provision in life given to us so that we may live out His testimony—John 1:14, 16-17.
	D. Salvation involves our being saved from a human life that is meaningless—Eccl. 1:2:
	1. The gospel of God saves us out of human life that is without meaning into the meaning of the universe—Rev. 4:11.
	2. God created a man who had great meaning and purpose, but man fell, and the meaning of human life was lost.
	3. With His salvation, God rescues us and brings us back to our original purpose, which is the meaning of the universe—Rom. 8:28; 2 Tim. 1:9.


	I. Man was created by God with a need for enjoyment and purpose—Gen. 2:8-9; Eccl. 3:11.
	II. God wants us to enjoy Him and to live for His purpose—Psa. 36:8-9; Rom. 8:28:
	A. The Triune God is a God of joy—Rom. 15:13; John 15:11; 17:13; Acts 13:52; Gal. 5:22.
	B. As believers, we need to change our concept, focus on the enjoyment of God, and see that God’s desire is to give Himself to us to be our enjoyment—John 1:1, 14, 16-17.
	C. Whenever we draw near to God, we need to realize that He presents Himself to us for our enjoyment; thus, we should come to Him with the thought of enjoying Him—Psa. 36:8-9.
	D. The secret to the Christian life is how much we enjoy God—John 15:11; 16:22.
	E. God saved us and called us according to His own purpose, and now His purpose should become our purpose—Rom. 8:28; 2 Tim. 1:9; 3:10.

	III. The book of Ephesians was written from the perspective of God’s good pleasure, the desire of His heart—1:5, 9:
	A. God needs pleasure, and this pleasure is according to His will—v. 5.
	1. Every living thing desires pleasure; because God is the most living One, He has a deep need for pleasure.
	2. God’s good pleasure is what makes Him happy; it is what He likes, what pleases Him—v. 9.

	B. God’s good pleasure has been purposed by God in Himself; this means that God Himself is the source and sphere of His eternal purpose—v. 9; 3:9-11.
	C. The church is according to the good pleasure of God’s will, the desire of God’s heart—1:5, 9, 22-23; 3:9-11.
	D. God’s good pleasure is related to His heart concerning us; when He thinks about us as the object of His dispensing, He is happy—vv. 16-17a.

	IV. God’s eternal purpose is to dispense Himself into His chosen people to make them the same as He is in life and nature but not in the Godhead for His enlarged and expanded expression—vv. 2, 8-11:
	A. God’s intention in His creation of all things, including man, was that man would be mingled with God to produce the church as the Body of Christ to consummate the New Jerusalem for His glorious expression—Zech. 12:1; Rev. 4:11; 19:7; 21:2.
	B. God’s eternal purpose, according to the desire of His heart, is to have the church to be the organic Body of Christ for the manifestation of His multifarious wisdom—Eph. 1:9-11, 22-23; 3:9-11.
	C. The church as the Body of Christ is the unique means used by God to fulfill His purpose and settle all His problems—cf. Gen. 1:26:
	1. The church is for the expression, the glory, of God the Father in the divine sonship with the Father’s life and nature—Eph. 1:4-5; John 17:22-24.
	2. The church is God’s greatest boast in making known to the angelic rulers and authorities His multifarious wisdom for the shame and defeat of His enemy to bring in His kingdom—Eph. 3:10; Rom. 16:20.
	3. The church is for the heading up of all things in Christ through the working of Himself into us as life and light—Eph. 1:10, 22-23.


	I. God’s goal in His economy is to produce many sons for His corporate expression; for this, we need to be conformed to the image of Christ as the firstborn Son of God—Eph. 1:5; Rom. 8:14; Gal. 3:26; 4:5-7; Heb. 2:10; Rev. 21:7.
	II. The function of the law of the Spirit of life is to shape us, to conform us, into the image of Christ as the firstborn Son of God—Rom. 8:2, 29:
	A. The law of the Spirit of life regulates the shape of life; this shaping function of the law of the Spirit of life requires the growth of life, for the law of the Spirit of life functions only as life grows—1 Cor. 3:6-7; Eph. 4:15; Col. 2:19.
	B. The shaping by the law of the Spirit of life is the meaning of conformed in Romans 8:29.
	C. Eventually, through the function of the law of the Spirit of life, we all will become mature sons of God, and God will have His corporate expression—Rev. 21:7, 10-11.

	III. God accomplishes His economy by dispensing Himself into us as the law of the Spirit of life to make us the reproduction of the firstborn Son of God—Rom. 8:2, 29:
	A. The firstborn Son of God is the prototype, the standard model, for the mass reproduction of the many sons of God, who are His many brothers, to constitute His Body for God’s corporate expression—1:4; 8:14, 29; 12:4-5.
	B. God’s way to make us the reproduction of the firstborn Son of God is to work His living prototype, the firstborn Son, into our being—Eph. 3:16-17a.
	C. The firstborn Son of God, as the indwelling prototype, automatically works within us as the law of the Spirit of life to conform us to His image—Rom. 8:2, 29; Col. 1:27.

	IV. Conformation, which is higher than transformation, denotes the shaping of life—Rom. 8:29; 12:2:
	A. Transformation is inward and is a matter of essence; conformation is outward and is a matter of shape—2 Cor. 3:18.
	B. Transformation involves a change in form, whereas conformation involves the shaping of this form into a certain image—the image of Christ as the firstborn Son of God.

	V. As the divine life grows within us and transforms us, the law of the Spirit of life functions spontaneously to conform us to the image of Christ, the firstborn Son of God—Rom. 8:2, 29:
	A. God has predestinated us to be conformed to the image of His Son so that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers—Eph. 1:5; Rom. 1:4; 8:29:
	1. Before the foundation of the world, God predestinated us to be conformed to the image of His Son; this means that conformation is our destiny.
	2. We are to be conformed to the image of God’s firstborn Son, Christ as the first God-man, that we may be a group of God-men who are exactly like Him—1 John 3:2.
	3. Through conformation God will obtain the corporate expression of His firstborn Son with His many sons to accomplish His eternal purpose—Eph. 3:11.

	B. To be conformed to the image of the firstborn Son of God is to be saved in life from self-likeness, that is, from the expression, the appearance, of the self—Rom. 5:10:
	1. As Christ is the embodiment and expression of God, so self is the embodiment and expression of Satan—Matt. 16:21-24.
	2. The expression of the self is self-likeness; we all need to be saved in the life of Christ from such an expression.
	3. When we have been saved from our self-likeness and have been fully conformed to the image of Christ as the firstborn Son of God, we will be sons of God in reality, and in every respect we will bear the appearance of God’s sons—Heb. 2:10.

	C. If we would be conformed to the image of the firstborn Son of God, we need to be conformed to Christ’s death by the power of His resurrection—Phil. 3:10:
	1. Christ’s death is a mold in which we are being shaped into His image as the firstborn Son of God.
	2. Unless we are conformed to the death of Christ, we cannot be conformed to the image of Christ.
	3. As we are undergoing the process of transformation and conformation, we are being conformed to the death of Christ—2 Cor. 3:18; Rom. 8:29; Phil. 3:10.


	I. The Spirit intercedes for us and all things are working together for us so that we may be conformed to the image of the firstborn Son—Rom. 8:26-29:
	A. The Spirit’s intercession is not mainly according to the will of God but according to God Himself—vv. 26-27.
	B. The Spirit intercedes for us that we may be fully conformed to the image of Christ—vv. 27, 29.
	C. Christ is the pattern, and the Spirit prays that everything that happens to us will mold us into this pattern, the image of God’s firstborn Son—v. 29.

	II. As a result of the Spirit’s intercession, “all things” work together for good, that is, for the fulfillment of God’s purpose—vv. 26, 28:
	A. The working together of all things outside of us always follows the groaning of the Spirit within us—vv. 27-28.
	B. God the Father is sovereign, arranges everything, and knows what is best for us; He answers the Spirit’s intercession by causing all things to work together for good—that we would be conformed to the image of the firstborn Son of God for the corpor...
	C. We need to realize that the reason we pass through sufferings is that God has a purpose and that our sufferings are the “all things” that are working together for the accomplishment of this purpose—v. 18.
	D. According to the context, the good mentioned in verse 28 refers to our being conformed to the image of Christ as the firstborn Son of God—v. 29.
	E. We are not in our own hands but in the Lord’s hands, and He has placed us in the process by which His purpose of conformation is being fulfilled; those who realize that they are in the process of God’s purpose will have genuine peace—John 10:28-29;...

	III. God has called us with the purpose of conforming us to the image of His Son, and the way to cooperate with God in His purpose is to love Him—8:28-29:
	A. To love God is to cooperate with Him, and to cooperate with Him is to give Him an opportunity to work out His purpose in us and with us—Mark 12:30.
	B. If we love God, everything will work together for our profit, that is, for our conformation—Rom. 8:29.
	C. Whether all things are a profit or loss to us depends on our love for God; the secret is to love Him—v. 28; 1 Cor. 2:9:
	1. “You shall love the Lord your God from your whole heart and from your whole soul and from your whole mind and from all your whole strength”—Mark 12:30.
	2. “We love because He [God] loved us”—1 John 4:19.
	3. None of us can love God out of ourselves.
	4. God first loved us in that He infused us with His love and generated within us the love with which we love Him and one another.



